
 
 

Sustainability, local economy and cooperatives 

Date: 07-08. 06. 2012. 

Location: HQ of Magnet Hungarian COmmunity Bank, Andrássy út 98, 1062 Budapest, 

Hungary  

 

The conference addresses the issue of ecological and social sustainability of the economy, 

focusing on the local level. Sustainability certainly requires changing the rules of the global 

economy, but it presupposes also that decent jobs, a minimal level of welfare, and economic 

activities be provided on the local level. A sustainable economic system needs ethical 

banking, responsible businesses, social entrepreneurs, local money and many other initiatives 

that may be labelled as ’alternative’ compared to mainstream finance-led global business. 

Their feature in common is that they have a value-driven agenda, taking into account the 

wider social and ecological context of their activity and facilitating the cooperation and self-

organization of people, instead of focusing exclusively on profit-making. The double 

objective of the conference is to overview the state-of-the-art of alternative economizing both 

internationally and in the Hungarian context. As 2012 is the International Year of 

Cooperatives, the conference will put a special emphasis on cooperatives and will investigate 

their potential in contributing to a sustainable local economy. Speakers include practitioners, 

entrepreneurs, NGO activists, policy makers and researchers from Hungary, Switzerland, the 

Czech Republic and Spain. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The event is sponsored by the Twinning and Partnership Fund of the Swiss 

Contribution Program and by the European Union. Opinions and 

interpretations expressed at the event are the responsability of the speakers 

and do not represent the position of the European Union.  

 



Program 

 

2012.06.07 Thursday 

 

09:30-11:00 Opening lectures 

Zsolt Boda (Protect the Future) 

Vincze Szabó, PhD Student, Degrowth Movement 

Pablo Ascasíbar, Agresta Cooperative, Spain 

 

11:-11:30 Break 

 

11:30-13:00 The operational environment of cooperatives in Hungary  

After the transition, a new generation of cooperatives emerged in Hungary. However, for many people 

they are still associated with socialist type colhozes, production cooperatives. How is the legal 

environment of the new cooperatives in Hungary, and is it facilitating or hindering their functioning? 

What kind of development programs and sources of financing exist to assist them and how effective 

are these systems of support? What kind of regulation or assistance could make cooperatives develop 

further? 

 

Vilmos Skultéti, manager, National Employment Public Utility Non Profit Ltd. 

László Németh, president, National Alliance of Social Cooperatives 

Vilmos Patay, MP, Fidesz 

Moderator: Eszter Kovách, Védegylet 

 

13:00- 14:00 Lunch 

 

14:00- 15:30 Agriculture and cooperatives. 

 Nowhere is the heritage is the socialist era heavier than in the agricultural sector when it comes to 

cooperation in the Hungarian economy. The former colhozes now function as large capitalist 

enterprises. The former members struggle to remain in farming due to their lack of capital and small 

size, and marketing difficultires. However, there is a general anti-cooperation sentiment hindering for 

instance  rational use of machinery or the improvement of farmers’ bargaining power through input or 

marketing cooperatives. We will look at initiatives that work, others which failed and discuss the 

economical and policy environment with experts. 

Dr. Zoltán Szabó, Hangya Cooperation 

György Csizmadia, BOTÉSZ 

Tibor Bedő, Poultry Transformation Cooperative of Pacsa 

Moderator: Borbála Sarbu-Simonyi, Védegylet 

 

15:30-16:00 Coffee break 

 

16:17:30  Creating Local employment 

 

Can a settlement tackle the issue of unemployment on its own? If yes, how can this be achieved? 

Stories of success and failure from different parts of Hungary. 

 

Zoltán Nótár, Vegetable Marketing Cooperative of Igric 

Zoltán Sztolyka, mayor of the community of Rozsály 

Mónika Dr. Virányiné Dr. Reichenbach, mayor of the community of Pázmánd 

Kristóf Pajer, mayor of the community of Megyer 

 

Moderator: Dénes Csurgó  

 

 

 



2012.06.08. Friday 

 

09:30-11:00 Social integration and social businesses 

During the last 10 years, initiatives sprang up in Hungary which conduct consciuosly planned business 

acitivities but turn their profits to fulfill social goals. They employ people from underprivileged groups 

or use their income to fund charitable activities. What makes these businesses social and how can they 

harmonise market-driven management with pursuing a good cause? Can an enterprise really be social 

and econnomically sustainable at the same time? 

 

László Vízkelety, Charity Shop project of the Community Social Cooperative 

Ágnes Bodnár, Blue Bird Foundation 

Erika Varga, Romani Design Social Cooperative 

Áron Jakab, Fruit of Care 

Moderator: Anikó Soltész, business development consultant 

 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

 

11:30-13:00 Strengthening the local economy, local monetary systems 

The so-called local currencies, local monetary systems mostly function as an extra in the economy. 

These local monetary systems are not able to sustain the economy on their own, but they can improve 

demand for local products. How successful are these initiatives, how many people can they reach? 

Comparing experiences from Hungary and Switzerland 

 

Krisztián Bódis, Hungaropiac 

László Leitold, Balatoni Korona 

André Meilland, SEL (Système d’échanges local), Switzerland 

Moderator: Zsolt Boda, Védegylet 

 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

 

14:00-15:30 Alternative banks and credit unions 

Ethical banking is aiming to fulfill the demand from customers for a good conscience about the social 

and environmental effect of their investments.Why are these banks more ethical than the rest and how 

do they function? 

 

Csaba Molnár, Magnet Hungarian Community Bank, 

 Alberto Aniz Diaz, Banca Cívica, Spain 

Ákos Kapitány, COnsultants for Sustainable Development 

Tibor Béres, Autonomy Foundation 

Csaba Éliás, vice-CEO of Pátria Credit Cooperative 

Moderator: Zsolt Boda, Védegylet 

 

  

16:00-17:00 Conclusion and closing 

 

 
 

 

The event is sponsored by the Twinning and Partnership Fund of the Swiss 

Contribution Program and by the European Union. Opinions and 

interpretations expressed at the event are the responsability of the speakers 

and do not represent the position of the European Union.  

 


